
The Willow Newsletter Autumn Term 2019       Week 7        October 14th – 18th  

What a fantastic week we’ve had with ‘f’.  The Letter of the Week table was filled with 

flower fairies, foxes, fire engines, flip flops, a Ferrari and Caroline was thrilled to have 

a flower from George.  The children are enjoying learning letters phonetically and this 

week they learnt that when you write a ‘f’ you go down the stem and draw the leaves.  

On Monday the children folded some clothes, so their bedrooms should be nice and 

tidy! 

 

The home corner was transformed into the Willow Fire Station, with books to read, 

dressing up clothes to put on and fire station equipment to play with - all good for the 

imagination. 

 

This ensured everyone was ready for the fabulous trip to the Clapham Fire Station. It 

is always such an exciting adventure and this year was no exception.  We were greeted 

by Red Watch who first of all spoke to the children about life as a fire fighter and 

what they have to do.  Lots of the children know that only in a fire emergency they dial 

999 to get help.    After wowing us all by sliding down the pole, the firefighters lifted 

the children into the engine where they were guided around the inside and allowed to 

try on the rather heavy helmets.  The children were delighted to have the opportunity 

to spray the firefighter’s hose, much laughter and many giggles.  The children were ‘on 

fire’ as the alarm bell rang, everyone moved swiftly to the side and we were able to 

watch as red watch were called to a real emergency.  

 



 

 

The next day there was a team effort to paint boxes, add wheels and stripes to create 

our own fire engine to go in the Willow Fire Station. Vanya is our fire officer and we 

had a fire practice. The whistle was blown and everyone quickly and quietly assembled 

at the far end of the garden where Vanya did the role call. It took 3 minutes and 36 

seconds from start to finish.  Well done everyone. 

 

Some of the children drew delightful pictures of their families in their books as others 

fished for numbers.  The older children have been looking at number four, some drew 

four petals on a flower while others drew four bubbles for each fish.  In cooking this 

week, we made delicious fruity flapjacks; we hope they tasted as good as they smelt.  

We had fruity fig rolls for break on Thursday, more popular with some than others but 

always good to expose them to new flavours. 

 

 



 

 

 

Our topic this week was “Polar Habitats” and the children enjoyed painting a polar bear 

using white paint, feathers and cotton wool. We had two great Polar tuff spots; the 

first involved sieving flour amongst the polar bears and penguins and on Wednesday at 

messy play we added some ice and shaving foam to the mix. 

 

The children practised their fine motor skills by using chopsticks to put animals in their 

home. The older children plot themselves on the Mood Meter each day, with some in 

the yellow and others feeling green and calm. In role play at circle time we reminded 

the children of The Willow Golden Rules, including “we are all friends at The Willow”. 

 

The younger children continued with either their colour book, learning the colour green 

or with their shape book learning about squares. Toby’s 4th birthday was celebrated 

with a delicious chocolate cake. 



 

Every Thursday the children do Playball with the ever-popular Craig. They learn to wait 

for their turn, jump through hoops and catch and throw balls. 

 

 

During the afternoons this week the children have been very busy, making sailing boats 

and sailing them on the make shift pond in the garden, making flowers, and planting 

shrubs for the outside of The Willow. 

 

 

 



Jonathan’s Show & Tell on Friday was a wonderful furry cheetah that his Mummy 

bought for him and it has a baby. Our story, which continued with the Polar theme, was 

“Perky Little Penguins” and the children enjoyed playing with the polar tuff spot. We 

had a wonderful Friday Feast after which the children had a good run around in the 

garden. 

 

We have a lovely picture of Ada eating her fajita at home which she knew began with 

the letter of the week….f 

 

The Willow Golden Rules 

❖ We use our words 

❖ We listen to our friends 

❖ We use our walking feet 

❖ We are all friends at The Willow 

❖ No hurting, stick together & have fun! 

Reminders: 

• Our letter of the week after half-term will be ‘g’. 

• Our topic will be ‘’Autumn’’ 

• Our RULER word will be - ‘Caring’, low in energy and but very pleasant. 


