The Willow Newsletter Spring 2020

Week 3

January 20th – 24th

We thought we would start this newsletter by sharing an email that was sent to us by an
ex-Deputy Head teacher following a show round for her child on Tuesday:
“I just wanted to send a quick message to say thank you for your time yesterday and
how wonderful it was to visit The Willow. After being privileged enough to work in
several creative and vibrant primary schools I can honestly say I have never witnessed
children of such a very young age being so engaged. The learning and the energy in the
room was fantastic. The listening, turn taking, co-operation, taking part, it was all so
clear to see. There was such a buzz and that’s so exciting to witness. I particularly
enjoyed watching the children sing and play percussion with such musicality and great
timing. Again, ALL children were completely engaged”
__________________________________
We’ve had a nice week with ‘n’. The children brought in a selection of things such as
napkin rings, wonderful nests, one with a real egg, oops, one got broken! Really sorry.
Newspapers, a Noddy CD, nets and necklaces.
Everyone that was here on Monday made delightful jewel-encrusted napkin rings; we hope
the children enjoy using them at home.

For Monday’s craft the children made noisy shakers. They scooped, tipped and poured
colourful rice into a cup. Some children chose to have two cups glued together whilst
others had the tricky challenge of putting an elastic band over the top to hold the
colourful cellophane on top.
Caroline and Sarah’s group threaded beads onto a necklace to take home. They then
either counted and stuck 10 beads or drew 10 beads onto a necklace in their workbooks.
For one of our breaks we enjoyed warm tasty naan bread with mango chutney to dip.

Messy play was inspired by the up and coming Chinese New Year. The children added
powder paint to noodles and mixed, stirred and pinched using either their hands,
chopsticks or tweezers.

We were very lucky to have our old friend and ex-Willow assistant Marcia come to talk
to the children about her role as a nurse. She spoke to the children about healthy
routines such as sleep, eating healthily and “coughs & sneezes spreads diseases”

The home corner was turned into a bus in order to extend the children’s learning of our
topic this week - ‘London buses’. It was a huge success and the children spent a great
deal of time making the most of it. It has been a great opportunity to talk about numbers,
journeys and to sing songs all linked to the theme.
Last thing on Monday we went on a walk to look at all the special numbers we could see.
As luck would have it the 88 bus was having a break before its next journey. We met
the very nice bus driver, Andre, who allowed all of us to get on the bus, before he joined
in singing “The Wheels on the Bus” with us.

The day after our exciting time spent on the bus, the children all spoke about their
favourite thing about the outing before painting or creating a DT bus.

One afternoon the children enjoyed a variety of number games; sequencing, jumping,
clapping and exploring the many ways of finding numbers in the environment.

Clemmie’s new children are really starting to settle in with the fun and excitement of
their Playball session. They also enjoyed another tasty treat of vegetable sticks with
cream cheese - always a winner.

We feel that we are so lucky to have the outdoor space we’ve got and try to ensure the
children go out whatever the weather. Please try to make sure their coats have hoods.
The mud kitchen is proving very popular, particularly after exploring mud last week.

It is fun to see the children’s ability to paint on the easel develop as they grow. This is
a very different skill to being able to paint at a table; great for both gross and fine
motor skills. We try to encourage positive language and behaviour at all times. We’ve
developed a system that visually reflects the children’s behaviour, both positive and
negative. It is a simple way of showing them how their behaviour can affect others.
Malou has triumphed again with another lovely activity on the fine motor skills table. The
children had to thread ribbons through hoops. Trickier than it looks.

On Friday we started looking at Chinese New Year. As the children arrived they made a
dragon style name plate. The children made attempts to either trace or write their
name. Later in the morning the children used them as they listened and danced along to
the sound of banging Chinese drums. Malou continued the London theme with some of the
boys by making Tower Bridge out of wooden blocks.

Cooking smelt delicious as the children sliced and diced fresh vegetables for a Chinese
inspired noodle dish. A crunchy selection of peppers, sweetcorn and herbs were added
before mixing in some tasty soy sauce. We hope you enjoyed it. The children also enjoyed
noodles for break.

Agnes brought in her Sky helicopter for Show & Tell and told us that it has wings and it
can fly. As Freddie had already cooked this week, he spent time with Eglantine learning
all about nests and what animals lay eggs. Aubrey had brought in an amazing nest at the
beginning of the week so Freddie could see how it was made with bits of twigs and leaves.

_____________________________
You will be very pleased to hear Vanya (our teacher currently on maternity leave) gave
birth to three tiny girls last week (17th January) – Lea, Raya and Ava. They are all
breathing unaided, but will be kept in hospital for about a month. Congratulations!

Reminders:
•
•
•

Our letter of the week next week will be ‘o’.
Our topic is the London Eye.
Just to remind you normal drop off is now from 8.50-9.00am.

•

We are very short on spare socks and tights, so if you have any unwanted ones
at home, we would love them!

•

Our RULER words – Scared – feeling like something bad is going to happen &
Angry – very upset with someone who did something you did not like

