The Willow Newsletter Spring 2020

Week 8

March 2nd – 6th

What a splendid week we have had with ‘s’. We had a superb number of things on the
letter of the week table: snakes, socks, shells, a Spitfire, slippers - to name but a few.
Nathan brought in Stick Man and Wolfie bought his favourite book Stanley. They were
both enjoyed very much. Two of the morning activities were sticking sequins on to a ‘s’
and using the ink stamps. Excellent activities for fine motors skills as well as
reinforcing the letter sound. Shazeda’s group discussed shapes as they created a
sailing boat.

One of our morning activities was weighing shells in our scales.

On Monday, Tess, Teresa and Kate donned their coats and high viz jackets before
heading to Sainsbury’s. They looked for things that began with ‘s’, popped them in the
basket before heading to the till. They took it in turns to scan the items before
heading to Starbucks for a well-earned Baby Chino, what a treat!

Some children practised their snipping skills to make hair for a little person and others
looked at spiral patterns. The sequins were as popular as ever and Caroline’s group drew
a spiral to make a snail. They also learnt that a snail has horns and one foot!

Break on Tuesday was very popular. There were warm sausage and sweetcorn to eat.
The children used a cocktail stick to stab the food, very good for hand eye
coordination. ‘S’ for syrup sandwich on Wednesday were enjoyed as they spread the
butter and squeezed the syrup onto the bread before sampling it.

Due to a glut of egg whites last weekend Caroline’s daughter Olivia, made some mini
meringues as a super sweet treat. There were more treats on Thursday, generally our
only biscuit day, when they had a sponge finger. Everyone had plenty of energy for
Playball after that!

In cooking this week, the children made Savoury Scones. Cheese was grated, chives
snipped with scissors, the remaining ingredients were added before it was given a good

mix. They then rolled the mixture out and used cutters to make the scone which looked
and smelt delicious; we hope that they were enjoyed.

Soldiers have played a big part in our busy week. The children made splendid soldiers
which came in different shapes and sizes. They used paint for the uniform and black
fur for the bearskin. They looked spectacular. Julian Roberts, Octavia’s father, very
kindly came to talk about life as a soldier and some told us about some of the things
they have to do. He showed us some pictures, taught us all how to salute, heals
together, standing straight and told us that you can recognise the different regiments
by their plumes and buttons. We finished off with some marching as we sang The Grand
Old Duke of York. It was a very special time, thank you Julian very much.

Messy play was cooked spaghetti. Some children had more snipping practice while
others chose to talk about the texture as they squeezed and squished it in their
hands…Lovely!

On Monday afternoon the group did an experiment using Skittles. They carefully put
the Skittles in a circle before adding some water. They then watched and waited for
the magic to happen. Before long they Skittles had created a beautiful swirly pattern.
They really enjoyed it, it’s a fun activity you could try at home. On another afternoon
everyone chose things from a variety of natural materials to make their own stick
person. Pieces of wood, stones, sticks and bean pods were just some of the things on
offer. The children loved the activity and were so proud of their achievements.

On Monday we had a visit from Ada’s grandparents, they came to talk about St David’s
Day. They showed the children the Welsh flag amongst others, so that we could see
how they differed, and a Welsh rugby ball. We were able to try on a gentleman’s flat
cap and a traditional lady’s hat. Ada made a fine assistant and was very helpful. As if
that wasn’t enough, we were kindly given some lovely smelling Daffodils and a Welsh
Cake to take home. A huge thank you to them both for all the trouble they went to.

We were delighted to see so many fantastic book characters arrive at the Willow on
Thursday morning for World Book Day. Regular reading is so important to do with your
child, as it not only expands their vocabulary and understanding of the world, but also
develops their imagination and creativity. All the children loved bringing in their
favourite book and sitting and sharing the stories with their friends.

On Friday, India’s told us all about her special Liverpool Football Club Panda. Ada asked
her “why is panda so furry?” to which India replied “so I can cuddle it.” Amanda
brought in the iPad so we could all have a chance to sing along to the Liverpool FC song
“You’ll Never Walk Alone”.

Friday was also full of smelly fun as we checked out our senses. We played a game
where we were blindfolded and had to guess the smell of various different things
including toothpaste, mustard and delicious chocolate. We found out that being

blindfolded can heighten our sense of smell. As the sun finally shone today, we had
some fun scootering in the garden today.

Reminders:
•

Our letter of the week next week will be ‘t’.

•

We will be learning about the River Thames and Bridges

•
•

Remember – parents evening is next Wednesday, 11th March 5-7pm
If there is a last-minute change to who is picking up your child, please can you

•

call the school and not email to ensure we get your message before pick up.
Our RULER word for next week continues to be – Loved – feeling important to
the people I care about & Calm – feeling relaxed (low in energy, but very
pleasant).

